2011 

ARTHUR Event Summaries
Monthly 3rd Saturday Markets

These monthly markets are held INDOORS in the Gazebo Annex each month. The Gazebo Annex is Downtown Just west of the Visitor Information Center.  We have room for approx. 16 vendors inside. In the warmer months there is additional adjacent outdoor space. The event is anchored by 8-10 regular vendors. Products include crafts, antiques, flea and commercial. The event is advertised in web and print activity calendars, and on WCIA-TV3. Vendor set-up begins at 7am for a 9am to 3 or 4pm close. Table and chairs provided for each vendor.
Arthur Spring and Fall Antique and Primitive Shows 
March 4-5 & Nov 11-12, 2011
These shows are both operated in multiple venues. A Gathering on the Prairie juried primitive show will be held at the Otto Center in Arthur and the Homesteaders on the Prairie juried primitive show will be in the Arthur fairgrounds. Both of these juried shows have limited space for additional vendors. Arthur will additionally host an open antique show/market in downtown Arthur at the Gazebo Annex. Antique dealers/vendors will be given preference at this INDOOR location. As with the 3rd Sat Markets this location has space for 16 booths. There are more than 35 dealers already represented with antiques in other downtown Arthur locations. Additional locations will be made available within one block downtown to create a downtown antique market during this weekend. Paid attendance last year at the two primitive shows alone exceeded 4000 with visitors from 28 states. Events are widely advertised. Open to specialty food vendors, antique dealers, and selected  commercial vendors.
Arthur’s Amish Country Quilt Show
May 14-19, 2011
Our annual quilt show is operated in multiple INDOOR venues in Arthur and attracts over 100 quality hand stitched quilts each year and visitors from all surrounding states. In 2011 the show dates will be Wednesday May 14-Saturday May 19. The quilt show is advertised in quilt shops and trade publications, print and web activity calendars and Central Illinois media including television and newspapers, and direct marketing to bus groups traveling to or from the National Paducah Quilt Show being held during the same time period. 

Our 2011 contest and quilts on display will be complimented by vendor displays and classes during the show dates and on Saturday May 19, we will hold a large quilt auction of approximately 100 additional quilts. The auction will be widely advertised and has been successful in its own right in past years. 

For 2011 we will have vendor space available in at least two of our display venues in Arthur. Quilt related or needle craft vendors of any kind are invited to participate. Additionally, selected commercial and other vendors appealing to a predominantly female attendance will be considered. Combined 2011 event attendance is expected to exceed 4000 people.
Amish Country’s Strawberry Jam
June 4, 2011
Arthur’s first OUTDOOR street festival each year attracts thousands of visitors for crafts, antiques and flea markets along with festival food, strawberry specials, sidewalk sales and an open bluegrass jam session downtown. Live entertainment, strawberry games, and a family friendly atmosphere bring the crowds on the first week end in June. Vendors may set up from Thursday night thru noon on Friday in preparation. Saturday attendance 5000-10,000 people. Event is widely advertised. Open to vendors of all kinds including food, craft, antique, flea and commercial.
Arthur Freedom Celebration-July 2,2011
One of Arthur’s largest one day attractions, our spectacular fireworks shows are the best in downstate Illinois. Prior to the fireworks, there are all day OUTDOOR activities all over town featuring a parade, day long markets and vendors and by evening, people everywhere.  Saturday fireworks attendance exceeds 25,000 people. Open to vendors of all kinds including food, craft, antique, flea and commercial. Event is widely advertised
Arthur’s Amish Country 
38th Annual Cheese Festival
Labor day Weekend Sat-Sun-Mon

Open to vendors of all kinds including food, craft, antique, flea and commercial. Arthur’s 3 day, end of summer family celebration attracts in excess of 40,000 people with games, vendors, parade, sidewalk sales, live stage entertainment, car shows, free cheese, and lots of fun.  A full downtown and lots of people. We have a very high amount of returning vendors each year so early registration is important.  Location is all over downtown Arthur-OUTDOORS. Event is widely advertised
Central Illinois Bragging Rights BBQ Competition Oct 7-8, 2011
Open to BBQ meat product vendors, specialty food vendors, crafts, antique, flea and commercial vendors.

50-60 competition BBQ teams gather from all up to 20 states for this respected fall competition. Visitors are attracted to eat bbq, and meet and view national BBQ comp teams. Saturday attendance 5000+  OUTDOOR only Event is widely advertised
Christmas Parade and Holiday Event Nov 19, 2011
Day long activities downtown with open houses, special activities, Bazaars, reindeer, and a lighted Christmas parade bringing Santa. Additional event details, still being planned. A special INDOOR Holiday Market will be held in the gazebo Annex with spaces and pricing similar to our 3rd Sat Markets, plus OUTDOOR vendors of any kind will be encouraged. Evening parade attendance exceeds 3000 people

ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND VENDOR APPLICATIONS FOR ALL ARTHUR  EVENTS ONLINE AT :

WWW.ARTHURFESTIVALS.COM

